MARGARET IN STAFFORDSHIRE

disregard which was once customary between under-
graduates and Newnham girls. But if that was so I
had noted nothing of the slender graciousness that
shone out so pleasingly against the bleaker midland
surroundings.

She was a younger schoolfellow of my cousins*, and
the step-daughter of Seddon, a prominent solicitor of
Burslem. She was not only not in my cousins* genera-
tion but not in their set, she was one of a small hard-
working group who kept iynynfl.nii1fl.tp. note-books, and
did as much as is humanly possible of that insensate
pile of written work that the Girls5 Public School
movement has inflicted upon schoolgirls. She really
learned French and German admirably and thor-
oughly, she got as far in mathematics as an unflinch-
ing industry can carry any one with no great natural
aptitude, and she went up to Bennett Hall, Newn-
ham, after the usual conflict with her family, to work
for the History Tripos.

There in her third year she made herself thoroughly
ill through overwork, so ill that she had to give up
Newnham altogether and go abroad with her step-
mother. She made herself ill, as so many girls do in
those university colleges, through the badness of her
home and school training. She thought study must
needs be a hard straining of the mind. She worried
her work, she gave herself no leisure to see it as a
whole, she felt herself not making headway and she
cut her games and exercise in order to increase her
hours of toil, and worked into the night. She carried
a knack of laborious thoroughness into the blind
alleys and inessentials of her subject. It didn't need
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